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isolated and heroic but ill-equipped and ill-rewarded
scientists. Scientific discovery in the U.S.S.R. is as
highly organized as any other important branch of scientific
research. In the task of mapping livers, lakes, seas,
mountains, forests, plains, and deserts, or in the discovery
of mineral wealth, the equipment of the Soviet expedition
is both modern and complete; the aeroplane, the aero-
sledge, the ice-breaker, and the motor-car replace or
supplement the horse, the sleigh, and the small steam
craft.

From the gloomy, fores tless tundra of eternally frozen
soil of the north to the sun-baked, storm-swept alps of
Central Asia, the land is searched and scrutinized by
geographers, geologists, mineralogists, chemists and en-
gineers. Thousands of workers eagerly prospect for new
sources of wealth, using all the resources of modern science,
magnetometry, gravimctry, seismometry, and radiometry,
as measurement by magnet, weight, earth tremor, or
radiant energy is called.

(iv)

Of all these explorative expeditions none have been
more imposing, better equipped, or more widely advertised
than those which sought to wrest their secrets from the
Polar regions, and none can better illustrate the scientific
thoroughness of Soviet exploration or the thrill of it.

Soviet Polar expeditions had behind them, a purpose
beyond mere adventure and difficult achievement. The
Soviets had a practical intciest in the North. Pole. They
wanted concrete knowledge of the weather in the Polar
region, its fluctuations and seasonal changes. They wanted
knowledge of the nature and direction of the currents and
marine life in the Arctic Ocean and the laws governing
the drift of ice in the Polar basin. Data of weather con-
ditions in the Arctic permit longer weather forecasts in
Europe and Asia and are of great importance to agricul-
ture. Knowledge of the laws which regulate ice-dnft and
currents clears the way for navigation along the Northern
Sea Route. Knowledge of magnetic deviation makes air
navigation in northern latitudes easier and safer. The